There is in Catalan a set of verbs, the so-called «velar verbs», whose differential characteristic consists in presenting a velar segment between the root and the inflectional suffixes in certain morphosyntactic contexts. This velar segment has traditionally been considered as being part of the root in the contexts where it occurs, and has been made responsible for the typical allomorphic character of velar verbs. Under the assumption that regular verbs are only one-root verbs, velar verbs have been treated as irregular verbs. Nevertheless, neither the phonic character of the velar segment nor the marginal character of velar verbs is clear. The aim of this paper is to present a different account of velar verbs on the basis of the inflectional morphological character of the velar segment. The work is split into two parts. The first one focuses on standard Catalan, and tries to show that in this variety velar verbs are better treated as regular verbs. The second one focuses on other Catalan varieties, and aims to exhibit the incoherence implied in the traditional treatment of velar verbs in the context of the Catalan language as a whole. The discussion is mainly developed on morphological grounds, halfway between theory and description.
It is a commonplace in Catalan grammar that regular verbs are formally split into three classes and two subclasses. Those verbs following the inflectional pattern of verbs such as cantar 'to sing' are said to be members of verbal class I (cf. (1a)); those following the inflectional pattern of verbs such as perdre 'to lose' are said to be members of verbal class II (cf. (1b) ); those following the inflectional pattern of verbs such as sentir 'to feel' are said to be members of verbal class III, noninchoative (cf. (1d)) and, finally, those following the inflectional pattern of verbs such as servir 'to serve' are said to be members of verbal class III, inchoative (cf. (1e) ). Verbs such as servir differ from verbs such as sentir only in one respect. In the for-mer the verb forms related to present -indicative, subjunctive and imperative-, first, second and third persons singular and third person plural exhibit an extra affix, missing in the latter, between the root and the rest of the inflectional affixes. The affix -an ancient inchoative, formally an extra inflectional affix-is responsible for the names of the verbal subclasses.
All those verbs whose inflectional patterns depart from those of regular verbs are consequently viewed as irregular. Among these, there is a kind of verbs, that of verbs such as beure 'to drink', whose inflectional pattern follows mostly that of verbs such as perdre -that is to say, that of regular verbs belonging to class II. Their irregularity is closely related to the occurrence of a velar segment that happens to exhibit certain verb forms. This segment appears in the verb forms related to the first person singular present indicative, to subjunctive, to the first person plural imperative and, finally, to participle (cf. (1c) ). When this velar segment occurs, it is found in the verb forms between the root and the inflectional affixes. This velar segment has been commonly viewed as the last phonic segment of one of the alternative typical roots of those verbs whose verbs forms -some of them at least-contain this segment. These verbs are known, because of the velar segment, as «velar verbs».
In spite of its persistence in literature, this treatment of velar verbs is anything but sufficient. It has never been clear enough why the velar segment of velar verbs should be considered as a phonic segment whereas the inchoative segment of inchoative verbs is considered as a morphological segment.
Furthermore, the empirical data on which this treatment has been based comes from the standard variety of Catalan. Other varieties have also been occasionally taken into consideration, but too often on the assumptions previously made in relation to the standard variety. Nevertheless, many Catalan varieties show morphological verbal patterns containing the velar segment in forms of verbs such as perdre, sentir, servir and even -marginally-in forms of verbs such as cantar. On the grounds of velar verbs being treated as irregular verbs, and as far as verbs are concerned, the regularity scope of these varieties would become simply reduced or very much reduced, depending on the cases.
Is the velar segment appearing in velar verbs just a phonic segment? Are velar verbs really irregular verbs? If they are not, on which grounds are they not? How would an alternative treatment of the velar segment, and thereby of velar verbs, affect the regular verbal classes in Catalan? The main aim of this paper is to give an answer to these questions.
Some points made in this paper have been separately advanced in previous works. 1 The novelty now must be mainly sought in their occurrence together -which is supposed to make them stronger-, in the refinement of arguments and also, and particularly, in the support given to the whole position by the dialectal data taken now into account. 2 This paper will be developed in three stages. The first two are aimed at showing the shortcomings of the conventional assumptions on the nature of the velar segment and the convenience of making new ones. The third one is aimed at pointing out the advantages that the alternative assumptions have on the comprehension of the general behavior of regular Catalan verbs and also on their classification. In the first stage standard Catalan will be the only Catalan variety taken into account (cf. (1)). In the second one other Catalan varieties will be also considered.
As the main subject of the paper is centered on verbal extra segments in velar verbs, there seems to be no point in being strict as far as the phonological transcription of the data is concerned. That being the case, the phonological transcription will be reduced to the relevant part of the data; the rest of it will appear, for simplicity reasons, in orthographic transcription.
(1) 1.1.0. The conventional account of velar verbs considers the velar segment as the last phonic segment in the root of some of their forms. 3 In this account the velar verbs forms have alternative roots whose occurrences would depend on the grammatical features involved. One of these roots -the most prominent one-is the velar root. In the particular case of the verb beure the verb forms present three different roots, /bέ /, /bέw/ and /bέb/, the first one being the velar root. In an explicit interpretation of this account, the lexicon would have to contain information about how these roots must be distributed in the paradigm on the basis of the grammatical features involved. In this context velar verbs are assumed to be irregular verbs, as verbs showing the velar root plus other phonological roots. In this respect they differ from inchoative verbs, which are assumed to be regular verbs. As the extra segment /έʃ/ occurring in some forms of these verbs is treated as a morphological segment -more precisely, as an extension of the root-, no additional root other than the general one is required.
The main problem with this account of velar verbs lays in the fact that no strong reason is been given to handle the velar segment occurring in velar verb forms dif-ferently from the inchoative segment occurring in inchoative verb forms. 4 In fact, both extra segments occur -in the verbal forms in which they occur-between the root and the inflectional affixes, and their occurrence is clearly related to the presence of certain grammatical features in the structure. From a distributional point of view and from a grammatical point of view, therefore, everything seems to suggest that these segments should be better treated as segments belonging to the same formal class. Consequently, formal reasons must be given for them to be treated otherwise.
1.1.1. An implicit reason for treating the inchoative segment and the velar segment differently can be found in an alternative account of the inchoative segment. The empirical basis of this account is the observational fact that the inchoative segment occurs, in inchoative verb forms, in complementary distribution with thematic vowels. On the basis of this fact, it is assumed that this segment is a typical inflectional segment: a thematic segment. As the velar segment does not fulfil any formal condition to be considered a thematic segment, these two extra segments must be handled as segments belonging to different formal classes.
It may be asked, however, whether the complementary distribution argument is as strong as it seems to be at first glance. It is certainly a consistent fact. But is it also a relevant fact so as to justify that formally similar segments should be treated differently? The answer is that it depends on the nature of the complementary distribution involved. If the complementary distribution involved is structure based, and concerns the same kind of deep slot position, it is a relevant fact; if the complementary distribution is stress based, and concerns the surface accent position, it is not a relevant fact.
In the first case, and in accordance with the aforementioned account, the complementary distribution affects the underlying structure of the verbal forms. It comes out from the coincidence of both, the thematic vowels and the inchoative segment, in the class of structural slot positions conventionally headed as a «theme». Cf. (2).
(2) In the second case, the complementary distributions may well be understood as the result of a simple accident, with no real weight on the structure. For it to be justified, it is required to assume that the root of verbal forms may be stressed or unstressed, 5 whereas inflectional affixes are either stressed or unstressed: thematic vowels and the inchoative segment are stressed and the rest of the inflectional affixes are unstressed. It must also be assumed that all the accents in any verb form are finally deleted except for the last one (cf. (2) and (3)); these last representations include the underlying representation (3a) and the surface representation (3b), in which the referred complementary distribution is clearly shown.
(3) a.
b.
* Epenthetic vowel 6 1.1.2. It seems, therefore, that the complementary distribution between the inchoative segment and thematic vowels may be formally accounted for in structure-based terms or in stress-based terms. The second possibility, however, has two great advantages. It allows inchoative segments and velar segments to be treated as seg-5. Cf. Mascaró's destressing rule (Mascaró 1978) . In this rule it is assumed that verbal roots are stressed. This assumption, however, would involve the acceptance of phonological roots such as /sərb/, with an unexpected vowel -or an unspecified segment-in stressed syllables. In relation to the unstressed character of these kind of roots, cf. also Bonet and Lloret (1998: 205) . 6. On the epenthetic character of these vowels, cf. Viaplana (1986).
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Ext.
ments of the same formal class, as all suggests that it is convenient to do. And it also allows to justify, on more solid grounds, the inclusion of inchoative verbs such as servir in the same verbal class -the verbal class III-as non-inchoative verbs such as sentir. If, in fact, the inchoative segment were handled as a thematic segment, there would be no way of gathering in the same formal class both inchoative and velar segments. If, on the contrary, the inchoative segment is handled as a root extension segment, there seems to be no problem for the velar segment to be handled in the same manner. That would amount to include both extra segments in the same formal class of verbal segments: that of the «root extension» or simply that of the «extension». Cf. (4a) and (4b). (4) Similarly, different verbs are candidates to be included in the same formal verbal class in so far as their paradigms share mainly the same basic inflectional affixes. In the case of Catalan these affixes are clearly those of «theme», «mood-tense» and «number-person» -those of theme being the most sensible ones as far as formal verbal classes are concerned. If the inchoative segment were handled as a thematic segment, verbs such as sentir and verbs such as servir would not share the same theme affixes -which would unable them to be properly treated as members of the same verbal class. If, on the contrary, the inchoative segment is handled as an extension segment, verbs such as sentir and verbs such as servir can be 
included in the same verbal class, as, in this case, they certainly share all basic inflectional affixes. Cf. (4a) and (5). (5) 1.2.0. Once supposed that the velar segment is an extension segment, and therefore an independent morphological segment, there still remains the question whether velar verbs have to be considered as regular verbs or as irregular verbs. If the main reason for them to be considered as irregular verbs were the velar segment, and this segment seems to be of the same nature as the inchoative segment, why should velar verbs be considered as irregular verbs whereas inchoative verbs are considered as regular verbs? As far as the velar segment is concerned, the best solution would seem to be to treat velar verbs as a regular subclass of verbs of class II, similarly as the inchoative verbs are treated as a regular subclass of verbs of class III. But on what bases is it possible to say that inchoative verbs are regular verbs? Furthermore, dismissed the velar root in benefit of an extension root, the velar verbs still depart from verbs such as perdre in two respects: the requirement of more than one root and the lack of an affix in the verb forms related to the grammatical features «present», «indica-tive», «first person singular». Can these characteristics be causes of irregularity?
1.2.1. The answer to these questions depends on what is understood when something is considered to be regular. There is the conventional agreement that is regular all that can be predicted by general rules. The concept of prediction is essential in the concept of rule. Everything, and only, that is predictable can be established by rules. The scope of rules is the scope of predictability; the scope of predictability is the scope of rules. Where no prediction is possible, no rule can be set up. All that is not predictable is idiosyncratic, and therefore it has nothing to do with the predictions established by rules. 7 All those linguistic facts that depart from general rules are irregular facts, or irregularities, and are predicted by exceptional rules. Idiosyncratic facts or peculiarities are neither regular nor irregular, as they are out of the domain of pre- Each lexical entry is to be viewed as a set of peculiarities sensible to the different linguistic levels. As far as the morphological level is concerned, each lexical verbal entry must be at least endowed with peculiarities such as the verbal root, the category «verb» and the verbal class. Idiosyncratic facts are not predictable, but this does not mean that they have nothing to do with rules. Rules, in fact, operate on classes of items. Morphological verbal rules operate on morphological verbal classes. What defines these classes is, precisely, the verbal peculiarities sensible to morphology. These peculiarities can be morphosyntactic or morphological; most of them are positive, some of them are negative -preventing from the application of a rule. The scope of morphological verbal classes varies in relation to the peculiarities that they contain. Some verbal classes are general and some are marginal. Morphological verbal rules that operate on general verbal classes are, in this sense, general verbal rules. Non general morphological verbal rules that operate on marginal verbal classes are exceptional morphological verbal rules. The presence of marginal verbal classes in the lexicon alters the general application of the general verbal rules, and constitutes the base of the exceptionality of these verbal rules. Verbs belonging to general verbal classes may be said to be regular verbs; verbs belonging to marginal verbal classes may be said to be irregular verbs.
1.2.2. Things being seen like this, the decision on which verbs are regular and which are not hinges on the previous decision on which verbal classes are general and which are not. The trouble now is where to establish the cut between general and marginal verbal classes. Obviously, there is no problem about recognizing as regular verbs those belonging to a verbal class whose morphologically sensitive characteristics are only the phonological root, R; the category «verb», and the verbal class «I» -i.e. cantar; there is no problem either about recognizing as irregular verbs those belonging to a verbal class whose morphologically sensible characteristics includes diacritics such as «[+stress on the root]/ past, indicative», as in caure 'to fall', seure 'to sit'. 8 In both cases intuitive reasons correlate with statistical reasons: verbs such as cantar and ballar 'to dance' constitute the large majority of Catalan verbs, whereas verbs such as caure and seure are just a few.
The decision becomes harder in the case of those verbal classes whose peculiarities place them half way between clear general classes and clear marginal classes. Assuming the extension root nature of the velar segment -and leaving aside for the time being the number of phonological roots-, this is the case of velar verbs. In terms of the properties sensitive to morphological verbal rules, this verbal class can be defined in terms of the category «verb», verbal class «II» and «velar». May this verbal class be considered a general class? The fact that the class of velar verbs contains about 50 verbs seems to justify treating it as a general ver- bal class. 9 But, unfortunately, there is no solid criterion available on the ground of which a decision can be taken. In cases like this, in which everything seems to be left in the grammarian's intuition of the facts, it is convenient to take linguistic congruency into account and to give it a leading role in the decision. It would be wrong to consider that lexical classes behave in such a way that the increase of the peculiarities sensitive to the morphological verbal rules necessarily implies a decrease of the members of the class. In the case of verbs belonging to class III, for example, and as far as their peculiarities sensitive to the morphological verbal rules are concerned, the lexical entries of verbs such as sentir would only differ from the lexical entries of verbs such as servir in the fact that verbs such as servir contain the peculiarity «inchoative» whereas verbs such as sentir do not. Against any intuition about the way in which formal classes usually work, verbs such as servir outnumber verbs such as sentir forty to one -verbs such as servir amounting to about 800 and verbs such as servir amounting to about 20. 10 It follows from this fact that either verbs such as servir and verbs such as sentir are considered as constituting two general verbal classes, or, alternatively, verbs such as servir are considered as constituting a general verbal class and verbs such as sentir are considered as constituting a marginal verbal class -the other way round is simply not admissible. If the class of verbs such as sentir, amounting to 20 verbs, may be considered as a general verbal class, it would make no sense considering the class of velar verbs, amounting to 60, as a marginal verbal class.
As far as the velar segment is concerned, therefore, and on linguistic congruency grounds, it seems reasonable to assume that velar verbs constitute a general verbal class and consequently that they can properly be considered as regular verbs.
1.2.3. It has been said above that verbal lexical entries must be endowed with a phonological peculiarity with respect to its root form. This peculiarity is morphologically sensitive in so far as the information that conveys is required to produce the convenient verb forms. This peculiarity, however, differs from the rest of morphological sensitive peculiarities in one important respect: that it has nothing to do with verbal classes definition. Given its individual nature, if the root form was taken into account, any verb would become the only member of an individual -and an excluding-class. As an outside peculiarity of verbal class formation, it has nothing to do with the world of rules: it is neither a predictable fact nor a formal constituent in predictions. A logical conclusion of this is that the phonological peculiarity is irrelevant to the distinction regularity vs. irregularity: it is simply not involved in any way. 11 If the domain of the root is strange to the domain of rules, there seems to be no point in keeping the conventional assumption that, as far as the verbal root is concerned, verbs with only one phonological root are regular verbs whereas verbs with more than one root are irregular verbs. It is certainly true that it is typical for verbs to have just one phonological root, which naturally means that is atypical for a verb to have more than one root. Under the concept of rule previously adopted, however, atypical must not be confused with irregular. However both concepts have to do with statistical infractions, they are of different nature and therefore should not be confused.
On these assumptions, thus, there is no clear reason to consider that velar verbs are irregular verbs because of the plurality of their roots. This characteristic, certainly, allows them to be considered as atypical verbs, but by no means as irregular verbs.
1.2.4. The remaining fact in which velar verbs depart from verbs such as perdre is related to the person-number affix when referring to the grammatical features «indicative», «present», «first person singular».
This fact could certainly be viewed as the effect of a negative peculiarity -that is to say, as the result of a peculiarity whose presence in the lexical entry would block the application of the morphological rule predicting the affix /u/ in the aforementioned context. The inclusion of a peculiarity of this sort in the lexicon entries of velar verbs would produce the wanted result -that is, verb forms deprived of the mode-tense affix /u/ were expected. But it would necessarily convert the class of velar verbs into a marginal class -as it would contain as a defining peculiarity an exceptional one-, and therefore would include velar verbs in the list of irregular verbs.
Assuming that velar verbs are regular verbs, the same fact can also be viewed as a morphological characteristic of velar verbs. If the class of velar verbs is considered as a general class, the rules producing the forms of velar verbs are also to be considered as regular rules. In this context, and as far as the ending is concerned, verbs such as beure would just differ from verbs such as perdre in the sense that in the production of the former no rule is provided to assign a mode-tense affix as an exponent of the previously mentioned grammatical features. This would involve no irregularity: just a slightly different behavior between these two general verbal classes.
1.3. As a conclusion of what it has been said so far, and as far as standard Catalan is concerned, velar verbs seem to be better treated as general verbs than as marginal verbs, and therefore as regular verbs than as irregular verbs. 12 Velar verbs share with verbs such as perdre all peculiarities except for the velar segment, the absence of the «mode-tense» affix /u/ and the plurality of roots -the first two peculiarities being predictable from the feature «velar» and the last one just being an «atypicality». This being the case, it seems sensible to include the general verbal class of verbs such a perdre and the general class of verbs such as 12. The morphological character of the velar segment has also been assumed in Clua (1998) , Perea (1997 Perea ( , 2003 , Pérez Saldanya (1996) and Sifre (1991); and also, in a hesitating manner, in Pérez Saldanya et al. (2004) .
beure in one only main class, 13 that of verbs of class II, of which these general classes would be subclasses. If the same were done with verbs such as sentir and servir -following in that case the grammatical convention-the resulting classification for standard Catalan verbs would follow the scheme of (6). In order to show the structural and formal parallelism between velar verbs and inchoative verbs better, the feature «inchoative» -with no descriptive justification-will be substituted by «palatal». (V = Verb.) The presence of a velar segment in verbs other than class II velar verbs is rather common in non-northern-central Catalan varieties. It is almost a general fact in western varieties, it is a frequent fact in Balearic varieties and it is a recognized regular fact in the Alguerese variety. Given the extension of this phenomenon, it seems convenient to examine its behavior in the language and also to redesign Catalan grammar so as to make it able to account for it.
2.1.0. The velar segment occurring in velar verbs is always the segment / /. If it is viewed as a morphological segment, it must be supposed that in velar verbs three different roots operate; in the case of the verb beure, for example, the roots would be /bέ/, /beb/ and /bέw/. Roots of the type /bέ/ would be selected when morphological rules happen to introduce the velar segment as an extension segment in the When the velar segment occurs in the paradigm of verbs other than that of standard velar verbs, this segment occurs within the distributional frame in which it appears in velar verbs. In most of the cases, it covers just a part of its typical distribution. In the case of verbs such as perdre, however, verbs belonging to the II non-velar class in the standard variety, the velar segment may cover the same distribution as typical velar verbs. In this situation verbs such as perdre are to be considered as proper velar verbs -and, as a logical result, the II non-velar verbs class must be dropped from the grammar of those varieties in which this phenomenon happens.
In the Alguerese variety things are rather different in this respect, and deserve a consideration apart.
2.1.1. The northern, the southern and, in less degree, the central varieties of northwestern Catalan exhibits occurrences of a velar segment in the forms of verbs such as perdre, sentir and servir. In general terms it can be said that this segment may occur in all the morphological contexts where it occurs in velar verbs except for the one related to the grammatical features «present», «indicative», «first person singular». In fact, however, the distribution of its occurrence in these verbs varies according to the dialectal area where the varieties in question occur.
In the northern varieties of north-western Catalan the velar segment occurs in forms of verbs such as sentir and servir. The velar segment can occasionally occur in some forms of verbs such as perdre; in this case, and given their occasional character, velar forms may well be considered as simple variations of non-velar forms. In verbs such as sentir and perdre the velar segment usually occurs in all forms corresponding to «subjunctive» and to «imperative», in this last case with the exception of the form corresponding to «second person singular». In verbs such as servir, in turn, the velar segment occurs in the forms corresponding to «past», «subjunc-tive», and to «present», «subjunctive» and to «imperative», «first and second person plural».
(8) sentir
Pres. Subj. sént/i /a, sént/i /es, sénti/i /e, sent/i /em, sent/i /eu, sént/i /en Past Subj. sent/i /essa, sent/i /esses, sent/i /és, sent/i /éssem, sent/i /ésseu, sent/i /essen Imp. sent, sént/i /e, sent/i /em, sent/i /eu, sént/i /en servir Pres. Subj. serviska, serviskes, serviske, 14 serv/i /em, serv/i /eu, servisken Past Subj. serv/i /essa, serv/i /esses, serv/i /és, serv/i /éssem, serv/i /ésseu, serv/i /essen Imp.
servís, serviske, serv/i /em, serv/i /eu, servisken perdre Pres. Subj. pérd/i /a, pérd/i /es, pérd/i /e, perd/i /em, perd/i /eu, pérd/i /en Past Subj. perd/i /essa, perd/i /esses, perd/i /és, perd/i /éssem, perd/i /ésseu, perd/i /essen Imp.
perd, pérd/i /e, perd/i /em, perd/i /eu, pérd/i /en
In southern varieties of north-western Catalan the velar segment occurs in forms of the verbs such as sentir, servir and perdre. In verbs such as sentir and perdre the velar segment usually occurs in the forms related to «subjunctive» and in those related to «imperative», «third person singular», and to «first, second and third person plural». In verbs such as servir, in turn, the velar segment occurs in forms related to «past», «subjunctive», to those related to «present», «subjunctive», «first and second person plural», and also to those related to «imperative», «first and second person plural».
(9) sentir Pres. Subj. sént/i /e, sént/i /es, sént/i /e, sent/i /éssem, sent/i /ésseu, sént/i /en Past Subj. sent/i /essa, sent/i /esses, sent/i /és, sent/i /éssom, sent/i /éssou, sent/i /essen Imp. sent, sént/i /e, sent/i /em, sent/i /eu, sént/i /en servir Pres. Subj. serviska, serviskes, serviske, serv/i /em, serv/i /eu, servisken Past Subj. serv/i /essa, serv/i /esses, serv/i /és, serv/i /éssom, serv/i /éssou, serv/i /essen Imp.
servís, serviske, serv/i /em, serv/i /eu, servisken perdre Pres. Subj. pérd/i /a, pérd/i /es, pérd/i /e, perd/i /em, perd/i /eu, pérd/i /en Past Subj. perd/i /essa, perd/i /esses, perd/i /és, perd/i /éssom, perd/i /éssou, perd/i /essen Imp.
In the central variety of north-western Catalan the diffusion of the velar segment is less frequent. In the varieties where it appears in non-velar verbs, its occurrence is usually reduced to the forms related to «past», «subjunctive» in verbs such as servir and, less often, in verbs such as sentir. (10) In all Catalan non-standard varieties considered so far the velar segment occurs in velar verbs and in non-velar verbs other than those belonging to class I. On the basis of these varieties, therefore, it seems reasonable to conclude that, as far as the velar segment is concerned, in Catalan there is a borderline that keeps apart verbs belonging to class I from those belonging to the rest of classes. This borderline, however, disappears as soon as the conjugation of the Alguerese variety is taken into consideration. The Alguerese variety, in fact, differs from the rest of Catalan varieties mainly in the fact that verbs belonging to class I are split into three different subclasses: that of the verbs such as cantar, that of the verbs such as odiar 'to hate' and that of the verbs such as canviar 'to change'. The paradigm of verbs such as cantar follows, roughly, the general one of the verbs belonging to class I. The paradigms of the other two, in turn, differ from the general one mainly in the fact that certain forms of these two verbs exhibit an extension segment. In the case of verbs such as odiar, the extension segment is of palatal nature; in the case of verbs such as canviar, in turn, the extension segment is of velar nature.
The palatal extension segment occurring in verbs such as odiar, /éd /, has exactly the same distribution as the extension segment occurring in verbs such as servir. It appears, therefore, in those forms of these verbs related to «present» -«indica-tive», «subjunctive» and «imperative»-, «first, second and third person singular» and «third person plural». (14) In the vast majority of varieties in which the velar segment occurs in nonvelar verbs, its presence is reduced to verbs such as perdre, sentir and servir; that is, to all non-velar verbs except for those belonging to class I. In the case of the Alguerese variety, however, a general class of verbs belonging to the main class I also exhibits a velar segment. All this suggests that, if those Catalan verbs showing a velar segment were considered as irregular verbs, the effect in the grammar of many Catalan varieties would be dramatic. In the case of most Valencian varieties, there would be no regular verb belonging to class II. In the case of Balearic varieties, there would be no regular verb belonging to class III. In the case of north-western varieties, as far as the central varieties are concerned, in some cases there would be no regular verb belonging to class III, palatal; in others there would be no regular verb belonging to class III, tout court; as far as the further north-western and the southern varieties are concerned, there would be no regular verb except for those belonging to class I. Finally, in the case of the Alguerese variety, there would be no regular verbs such a canviar, verbs belonging to class I as a subclass.
Obviously, conclusions like these could never be acceptable for a Catalan grammar aiming at accounting -particularly, at least-for the general facts of the language. As these conclusions follow logically from the conventional assumptions on the velar segment in Catalan verbs, it seems convenient to believe that these assumptions must be modified. The assumptions made in this work in relation to the velar segment aim at being a better alternative to them. 17. The distribution of the velar segment in verbs other than the typical velar verbs may vary considerably from one dialectal variety to another. That must be seen as a common phenomenon of dialectal morphological variation. In the context of particular dialects, where any comparative dialectal description must found its base, the distribution of the velar segment tends to be fixed -with a small range of idiosyncratic variation, if any. 3.1.2. Focusing on the extension segment, and leaving aside formal realizations and distributional details, ten general classes of Catalan verbs have been detected so far. These classes can be roughly exemplified in the following terms: verbs such as cantar, verbs such as canviar in the Alguerese variety, verbs such as odiar in the Alguerese variety, verbs such as perdre in the standard variety, verbs such as perdre in some north-western varieties, verbs such as beure, verbs such as sentir in the standard variety, verbs such as sentir in certain north-western and Balearic varieties, verb such as servir in the standard variety and verbs such as servir in some north-western and in some Balearic varieties. Assuming for economical reasons that the generic feature [velar] only concerns verbs of class II and that it systematically excludes the generic feature [velarized] , and also that the general feature [palatal] does not concern class II, the definition of the general verbal classes in Catalan in terms of features can be made as follows: (17) al in so far they have not been assigned the features [+velar] 4. The first part of this paper has centered on the regularity of velar verbs in the Catalan standard variety. Conventional treatments consider these verbs as irregular verbs on the basis of the presence, in some of their forms, of an extra segment / / and also of their requirement of having more than one root. Arguments have been given, however, to show that neither of these reasons justifies the treatment of velar verbs as irregular verbs, and also that these verbs are better treated as regular verbs.
In the standard variety the velar segment occurs only in forms of velar verbs. In many other Catalan varieties, however, the velar segment occurs also in forms of other general classes of verbs; and in some cases in forms of all general classes of verbs, except for the general class of verbs such as cantar. In the case of the Alguerese variety, in which the main class I includes three different general classes, there is a general class, that of verbs such as canviar, in some of whose forms the velar segment also occurs. In that exceptional variety even some verbs of the main class I are affected by the presence of the velar segment in some of their forms.
Theoretical reasons aside, it would be a wrong decision for conventional grammar to keep considering velar verbs as irregular verbs on the basis of the number of roots required in their description. The unfortunate result would be to leave out of regular Catalan verbs the only verbal general class belonging to the main class II that happens to be common to all Catalan varieties. But it would be a worse decision to keep considering velar verbs as irregular verbs on the basis that some of their forms contain a velar segment. The unfortunate result in this case would be to assume that Catalan, as a language, does not have any general regular verbal class other than that of verbs such as cantar. There is no need to say that the decision would be still much worse on the basis of both reasons considered together.
